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LEARNERS ENGAGE IN A SPIRITED 
DEBATE TO MARK THE WORLD
DAY AGAINST CHILD LABOUR

‘Compulsory,
Free 

Education 
a Key Strategy 

to Eradicate
Child 

Labour’



DC Applauds Learners
 for Pioneering

Innovations in Land 
Restoration, 

Drought Resilience

azabuka District Commissioner, Oliver Mulomba Mpraised learners for showing interest in taking the 
lead in developing innova�ve solu�ons for land 

restora�on and drought resilience.
Mr Mulomba stressed that learners should take a leading role 
in finding solu�ons to the cri�cal issues of land degrada�on 
and drought, which have significant impacts on agriculture and 
water resources.
The District Commissioner was speaking during an Exhibi�on 
and Quiz event, sponsored by People's Ac�on Forum to 
celebrate World Environment Day (WED) at St Edmund's 
Secondary School in Mazabuka, on 5 June  under the theme 
'Accelera�ng Land Restora�on and Drought Resilience.'

Mr Mulomba commended the learners for showcasing their 
crea�vity in developing ini�a�ves to help restore the degraded 
lands and build resilience against droughts at a �me when the 
country was facing the effects of drought.

“Young people have a cri�cal role in comba�ng the pressing 
environmental challenges facing the country. With climate 
change issues such as land degrada�on and prolonged 
droughts, the need for innova�ve and sustainable solu�ons has 

never been more urgent,” Mr Mulomba emphasised.

And speaking earlier, Mazabuka Town Clerk, Judith Maambo 
commended the learners for spearheading innova�ons aimed 
at land restora�on and enhancing drought resilience.

“Your ideas and ini�a�ves are vital in restoring our lands and 
building resilience against the adverse effects of drought. I urge 
you to con�nue pushing the boundaries of what is possible and 
lead the way in crea�ng a sustainable future.”

Mrs Maambo encouraged the learners to explore and 
implement new farming techniques that can improve soil 
health and increase water reten�on so as to mi�gate the 
impacts of drought.
The Exhibi�on and Quiz event, showcased a wide range of 
ideas and projects by highligh�ng the crea�vity and poten�al 
of learners in tackling environmental challenges.
Fi�y learners from ten selected schools in the district took part 
in the event which was well-received by a�endees, including 
teachers, local officials and community members.
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Young people have a critical role  
in combating the pressing environmental 

challenges facing the country 

“

Namulonga Primary School learner, Naomi Nkausu (with the 
mic) explaining to Mazabuka DC, Oliver Mulomba (in a hat) how 
drip irriga�on is a powerful tool for building drought resilience. 



PAF CONTRACTED AS PIP 
TO DISTRIBUTE RELIEF FOOD

eople's Ac�on Forum (PAF) has gathered recogni�on Pfrom partner organiza�ons for its remarkable efforts 
in community mobiliza�on and engagement in 

Mambwe district of Eastern Province.
Musamalia Banda, is the focal person at the helm of the 
ac�vi�es in the area ensuring that the organisa�on is 
relevant to the needs of the people.
Early June, Ms Banda, who is PAF district supervisor, was 
among key stakeholders in the district who a�ended a 
training in drought resilience organised by Plan 
Interna�onal and facilitated by Disaster Management and 
Mi�ga�on Unit (DMMU). The training was meant to build 
capacity in conduc�ng relief food distribu�on in Mambwe.
Other ac�vi�es of the week PAF got involved in, include the 
on-going relief food distribu�on in various wards.

Ms Banda taking details 
of one of the recipients 
of relief maize

A recipient of relief maize walks home Two men happily help each other 
carry the relief bag of maize

 PAF has been contracted by DMMU as a Project 
Implemen�ng Partner (PIP) to distribute bags of 
maize in the district. “The relief food distribu�on 
project involves a comprehensive strategy, including 
iden�fying the most affected areas, coordina�ng with 
local authori�es, and ensuring a smooth and 
equitable distribu�on process,” Ms Banda explained.
She said the partnership marks a pivotal moment for 
PAF, underscoring its role as a key player in 
humanitarian efforts. 
One of the cornerstones of PAF's success is on 
community mobiliza�on. 
Through community mee�ngs, focus groups, and 
grassroots engagements, PAF ensures that every voice 
is heard and every perspec�ve valued.  

At last! Household food security assured



Learners from various schools in Mazabuka gathered 
at Immaculate Hall at Mazabuka Girls Secondary 
School to engage in a debate on the topic, 

“Governments Worldwide Should Priori�ze Free, 
Compulsory Educa�on as a Key Strategy to Eradicate Child 
Labour.”
The People's Ac�on Forum sponsored event, organized by 
the District Child Protec�on Commi�ee to mark the World 
Day Against Child Labour, aimed to raise awareness about 
the persistent issue of child labour and explore poten�al 
solu�ons.
The debate saw par�cipa�on from four schools, each 
represented by a team of five learners. The auditorium 
was filled with enthusias�c supporters, including teachers, 
educa�on authori�es and representa�ves from 
Community Development Department. 
The teams arguing in favor of the mo�on presented 
compelling arguments on the necessity of free, 
compulsory educa�on. 
They highlighted that educa�on empowers children, 
equipping them with skills and knowledge that can break 
the cycle of poverty. A learner from St Patrick's  Secondary 

School, Joyce, stated, “Educa�on is a powerful tool that 
can transform lives. By making educa�on free and 
compulsory, we ensure that every child has the 
opportunity to learn and grow, reducing their vulnerability 
to exploita�on and child labour.”
On the other hand, the opposing teams acknowledged the 
importance of educa�on but raised concerns about the 
feasibility of implemen�ng such policies globally. They 
pointed out the financial and logis�cal challenges faced by 
developing countries. “While the idea of free, compulsory 
educa�on is ideal, many governments lack the resources 
to provide quality educa�on to all children,” noted  
Choolwe from Kaonga Secondary School.
Opponents also argued that simply making educa�on 
compulsory does not address the root causes of child 
labour, such as poverty and lack of access to basic needs. 
“Without addressing economic dispari�es and providing 
support to families, children may s�ll be forced into labour 
to support their households,” they explained.
St Patrick's Secondary School beat  Kaonga Secondary 
School in the Junior Secondary category while St 
Edmund's emerged winners over host Mazabuka Girls in 
the senior secondary group.
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Kaonga Secondary School

St Patrick’s Secondary School



ith hope and determina�on, the Wcommunity of Siyowi has embraced 
the Girl's Ac�on Forum (GAF) 

project aimed at addressing barriers to 
educa�on and fostering posi�ve personal 
development for girls. 

A�er a successful training for school and 
community mentors in building a brighter and 
more equitable future for girls and women in 
Siyowi, the trainees totally pronounced that 
the GAF project was a promising start to a new 
chapter in the community's story.

Constance Mwiinga, a mother of six children, 
expressed her gra�tude and op�mism about 
the ini�a�ve. “This project is a blessing for our 
daughters and us. We want them to be well 
informed in ma�ers of reproduc�ve health 
and personal development through educa�on. 
Educa�on will open so many doors for them,” 
she said.

And People's Ac�on Forum (PAF) Programme 
Manager, Janet Nyoni said the program seeks 
to tackle challenges that prevent girls from 
progressing in school. These include economic 
hardships, cultural norms, and safety 
concerns. By providing support, GAF aims to 
ensure that every girl in Siyowi can pursue her 
educa�onal dreams and develop holis�cally.

Three teachers and twelve community 
mentors went through a two day training 
conducted by PAF in partnership with SHANTA 
Founda�on under the Community-Led Village 
Development Project being implemented in 
Siyowi.

A par�cipant making a presenta�on during a
GAF training for school and community mentors

PAF Programme Manager, Ms Janet Nyoni facilita�ng
during the GAF training in Siyowi

GAF trainee mentors listening a�en�vely during the
training held at Siyowi Primary School

Excited trained GAF mentors pose for a group photo at Siyowi Primary School

GAF 
PROGRAM 

EXCITES 
SIYOWI
WOMEN



In a remarkable highlight of 
this year's World 
Environment Day (WED) 
celebra�on, an exhibi�on 

and quiz ac�vity sponsored by 
People’s Ac�on Forum (PAF), 
thrilled par�cipants and stole 
the show. 

The event, which aimed to 
give learners an opportunity 
to exhibit their innova�ons 

and inspire ac�on towards 
land restora�on and drought 
resilience ini�a�ves, was 
marked by displays, interac�ve 
sessions and an engaging quiz 
compe��on that drew 
par�cipa�on from ten schools.

The exhibi�on showcased 
innova�ve projects and 
solu�ons focussed on 
comba�ng land degrada�on 

and promo�ng drought 
resilience skills. Par�cipants 
had the opportunity to 
explore various interac�ve 
exhibits, including sustainable 
farming prac�ces, water 
conserva�on technologies and 
environmental-friendly 
prac�ces for daily living.

The quiz ac�vity, which was 
held a day before the WED 

celebra�on  and designed to 
test and expand par�cipants' 
knowledge about 
environmental issues, saw 
enthusias�c par�cipa�on from 
learners and environmental 
stewards. 

With thought-provoking 
ques�ons the quiz generated 
lively discussions and 
heightened awareness among 
the par�cipants.

People’s Ac�on Forum (PAF) 
Programme Officer, Eneless 
Daka expressed her delight at 
the success of the event. “We 
are thrilled to see such a 
posi�ve response from the 
schools. Our goal was to 
educate and inspire, and the 
overwhelming par�cipa�on 
and interest show that we are 
on the right track.”

The event not only provided a 
pla�orm for learning and 
engagement but also 
highlighted the cri�cal role of 
PAF in driving environmental 
ini�a�ves and fostering a 
culture of sustainability among 
the learners. 

As the world con�nues to 
grapple with environmental 
challenges, such efforts are 
essen�al in mobilizing 
collec�ve ac�on and ensuring 
a greener future for all.

PAF STEALS THE SHOW AT
WORLD ENVIRONMENT  

DAY CELEBRATION

Mazabuka DC, Mr Oliver Mulomba flagging off the World Environment Day march past 

A group photo for the Quiz & Exhib�on winners Kabanje Primary School learner explaining during the exhibi�on



KAONGA LEARNER CRITICIZES 
PARTICIPANTS FOR IGNORING 
LITTER DURING A MARCH PAST

n an unexpected turn of events during the World Environment Day Icelebra�ons, a young learner, Tyson Kaula, voiced his disappointment at 
par�cipants of the event's march for neglec�ng their environmental 

du�es. 
The eleven-year-old learner at Kaonga Primary School, took the stage during 
the event's exhibi�on presenta�on highligh�ng the issue.
Tyson expressed his frustra�on at seeing numerous pieces of li�er le� 
untouched along the route to the venue. 
“We are here to celebrate World Environment Day, but how can we celebrate 
when we are not prac�sing what we preach?” he ques�oned. His observa�on 
was met with a mix of surprise and applause from the team led by Mazabuka 
District Commissioner, Mr Oliver Mulomba.
Tyson observed that many par�cipants walked past discarded plas�c bo�les, 
wrappers, and other trash without a second thought. “Every piece of li�er we 
ignore is a sign that we are not truly commi�ed to the cause,” Tyson 
con�nued. “It's not enough to just march and hold banners. We need to take 
ac�on, every day, in every small way we can.”
Tyson's call to ac�on serves as a �mely reminder of the importance of aligning 
ac�ons with ideals, ensuring that the spirit of World Environment Day is 
reflected not just in words, but also in deeds.
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It's not 
 enough to just
march and hold 

banners. 
We need to 
take ac�on, 
every day, 

in every small way
 we can.

“
Tyson Kaula 

Par�cipants march their way to the venue for the World Environment DayPar�cipants march their way to the venue for the World Environment DayPar�cipants march their way to the venue for the World Environment DayPar�cipants march their way to the venue for the World Environment Day



A Kaonga Secondary School learner explains how to

combat deforesta�on during WED Exhibi�on

GAF mentors pose for a group in Siyowi a�er the training
GAF trainees engaged in a group 

ac�vity during the training

St Edmund’s Secondary School learner deba�ng 

against Mazabuka Girls Secondary School
Relief food distribu�on in Mambwe District wherePAF has been contracted by DMMU as PIP

A quiz session for Primary Schools at the CouncilChamber during Environment Day celebra�on
PAF Supervisor, Ms Msamalia Banda (centre) making

sure that the relief food distribu�on is going on well

Debaters pose for a group photo a�er the WorldDay Against Child Labour compe��on
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